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Start  

the year  

off in the positive by bringing 

in colored printer paper,  

Kleenex, hand  

sanitizer or  

pencils for  

Extra        Credit! 

BELZER MIDDLE SCHOOL ORCHESTRA HANDBOOK CONTRACT 
2017-2018 

 
The following 2 items are DUE Friday, August 11th    
*Handbook Contract(pg.1)  *Medical/Permission Form(pg.7) 
 
Please initial each of the following items as you follow through with them. 
____1. Please go to the Belzer Orchestra Website at www.belzerorchestra.com, make yourself familiar with the site and add it to your bookmarks. 
 
____2. It is important that students attend all required performances.  Please mark the required performances on your family calendar and print out pg.5 for your reference. 
*You must let me know within the first two weeks of school, if you have a conflict with any of the required performances (pg.5).  In addition, if a conflict should 
arise at any time throughout the school year, you are required to let me know about the conflict immediately. 
 
____3. You will be receiving orchestra updates via Skyward every 1-2 weeks with important information.  Please be sure your contact information is updated in Skyward. 
 
____4. I have read the Orchestra Handbook, filled out the Student Information Sheet and the Medical/Permission Form 

     
          
We the undersigned have read & understand the Belzer Middle School Orchestra Handbook (pages 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6) and are willing to follow the rules stated in it.  
You will be held to the conditions of this handbook once you have signed it.   
 
Parent's Signature___________________________________  Date___________ 
Parent’s Name (printed)_______________________________ 
  
Student's Signature__________________________________  Date___________ 
Student’s Name (printed)______________________________ 

 
 
 

PRIVATE LESSONS 
Private lessons are the perfect opportunity for struggling students to get on track and advanced students to move forward.   

Your child will have one-on-one lessons once each week with a professional on the violin, viola, cello or bass for a nominal monthly fee. 
Even if you are still deciding if private lessons are right for you, please fill out the section below.  This information will be forwarded to our private lesson teachers so that they 

can contact you with more information.  Filling out the form below does not mean that you will be required to take lessons.  This for is ONLY to determine your interest. 

 
Student Name:__________________________ Instrument:__________ Phone Number:______________ 
 
Grade/Period:____/____ E-Mail:________________________ Parent Signature______________________ 
 
Some teachers may offer lessons at a reduced cost for students who qualify for free/reduced lunch.  If you qualify for free/reduced lunch AND would like to 
be considered for lessons at a reduced cost, parent, please initial here:_____ 
 

VIDEO/PHOTO 

Photos and videos may be taken during concerts 
or the classroom.  These videos and photos will be 

used for educational purposes only and may be 
posted to our orchestra website or YouTube.  If 

you DO NOT wish to allow the Belzer Orchestra to 
use your child’s photo or video, you must submit 
your request in writing at the time that you sign 

and turn in this contract. 

http://www.belzerorchestra.com/
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INSTRUMENT 
 
 
Do I need an instrument?  YES!  In order to participate in the orchestra program students must have an instrument.   
VIOLIN & VIOLA students will need to have an instrument to carry to and from school.   
CELLO & BASS students will need to have an instrument at home to practice.  The school will then provide a cello or bass at school (free of charge) for the student to use 
at school so that they do not have to carry the instrument to and from school. 
Should I buy or rent?  It is recommended that you RENT from one of the reputable companies listed below.  Renting offers many more advantages than owning.  If you DO 
decide to buy, please do not purchase an instrument from the internet.  
 

Also, please contact me to help you with your purchase!  I’m here to help YOU, not put $ in the pockets of businesses! 
 

                       RENTING     vs.     OWNING_____________ 
-rental fees may include minor maintenance and string replacement -you are responsible for all repairs/maintenance  

-most companies will apply your rental towards purchase   -you will shell out all money upfront  
-you know what you are getting & have a guarantee   -no ability to upgrade/no guarantees (don’t buy from the internet!) 

 
Students must have an instrument by Wednesday, August 16th in order for them to continue to participate in the orchestra program. 

 
*Students who are in need and cannot afford to rent an instrument may rent a school-owned instrument from Belzer. Instruments are extremely limited, so please request 
rental only if necessary.  The student and parent will need to sign a contract and will be ask to pay $100.00 fee for the year broken up in to 2-4 payments.  If you need to 
rent an instrument from school, please contact me ASAP.  I believe that every child who wants to play an instrument should be provided with the opportunity. Do not wait 
to contact me if you need the assistance.  You may also be eligible for a partial scholarship to help offset the cost of a school-owned instrument rental if you qualify for free/reduced lunch.    

 

 
 

ASSESSMENT AND GRADING 

 

PRACTICE & PARENT SUPPORT 
Students are expected to practice a minimum of 2 hours each week.  At no time should your child say to you “I have nothing to practice”.  There is always 

something students can work on.  Many parents do not have experience with orchestra and do not always know how to support their child.  Below are some 

ways that you can help! 

 Try asking your child what they learned in orchestra or what music they are working on. 

 Try asking your child when their next concert is, or where they are sitting in the classroom. 

 Ask your child to play for you whatever they are working on in class. 

 Understand that your child (especially beginners) will not sound “good” by the standards of some but you should continue to give them positive 

feedback.  “that sounds good, can you try it again?”, “you’re getting better every day, keep up the good work” 

 Encourage your child to talk to me if they are struggling.  I’m here to HELP!   
 If you have questions or don’t know how to support your child in orchestra, don’t hesitate to contact me for help. 

Encore Strings at Paige’s Music        www.paigesmusic.com  65th & Binford     (317)842.2102 
Baroque Violin Shop           www.baroqueviolinshop.com   1038 W North Bend Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45224  (513)541.2000 
Indianapolis Violins            www.indyviolins.com         (317)624-0441 
   

Please contact the shops above for Violin rentals AND for Viola, Cello, or Bass Rentals! 

http://www.paigesmusic.com/
http://www.baroqueviolinshop.com/
http://www.indyviolins.com/
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ASSESSMENT & GRADING 
 
WEEKLY POINTS=50 points 
It is important that students are prepared for class every day with the necessary items.  If students do not have necessary items they will lose daily points. 
Preparation:      *Music      *Pencil      *Instrument      *Being On time      *Fingernails groomed (must be at or below fingertip length) 
It is important that students are on their best behavior and have a positive attitude in order to learn.  If students make poor decisions regarding their behavior they will lose points daily. 
Participation:   *Behavior      *Attitude      *Posture 
 
CONSEQUENCES   
(1)Verbal Warning (2)Verbal Warning+Loss Of Points (3)Call Home+Loss Of Points (4)Call Home+Referral+Loss Of points (5)Call Home, Referral, and possible removal from orchestra class.  Depending on the 
severity of the infraction, steps may be skipped. 

 
EXTRA CREDIT OPPORTUNITIES=+/-25 points 
CONCERTS (25+):  Attend a concert outside of BMS, fill out an Extra Credit Concert Form (ask Mrs. Nieto) and attach it to a program from the concert.  Students can go to multiple concerts within the 9 weeks 
and receive credit.  
CLASSROOM ITEMS (5 each):  Bring in Kleenex, hand sanitizer, colored copy paper or a box of pencils for 5 extra credit points each.  However, students cannot exceed 25 extra credit points per 9 weeks by 
bringing in classroom items. 
 

PLAYING TESTS=+/-35 points  
Playing Tests are used to determine the abilities, skills and progress of each individual student.  Students will be asked to do playing tests in class to test for knowledge of current material.  Students will be re-
seated based on chosen playing tests.  There will also be times in which students will be asked to play a pop quiz.  Students should be practicing consistently at home to be prepared each day.   
 

PERFORMANCES=100  
POINT SYSTEM:  Attire(25), Performance(25), Behavior(25), and Attendance(25)  
Performances give the students the opportunity to be proud of their hard work and show the audience some of the achievements and progressions they have made thus far.  When one member of the orchestra 
does not participate, he or she is letting the other members down.  The performance is a very important part of the musical learning process and is mandatory for all students.   
CONCERT ATTIRE:  ALL BLACK-that includes shoes, socks, orchestra shirt, and pants/skirts.  Students should look uniform for each performance.  NO jeans or tennis shoes allowed, please!!  Students 
violating the performance dress code will be subject to point loss or the inability to participate in the performance.  To achieve a uniformed look students are asked to wear black shoes, socks pants/skirts.  Girls 
who play cello-skirts are not permitted.  All others wearing skirts-must be below knee when seated. 
EXCUSED ABSENCE:  -(1)student/family emergency (2)student is ill and excused from Belzer that school day (3)student is ill the evening of a performance.  
In order to be excused and receive credit for your missed performance you will need to (1)bring in a brief note from your parent explaining your absence and (2)submit a recording of you performing your concert 
music (will be done at school on school recording device). 
BEHAVIOR:  Students and families are responsible for proper behavior while performing AND while sitting as audience members.   
NO food, NO drink, NO talking, NO cell, phones, NO gum and NO leaving the auditorium during performances. 
AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES:  the Athletic Director and Performing Arts Directors work very closely every year to ensure we have little to no conflicts with our performance/event calendars.  However, if you do 
believe you have a conflict, let your coach AND director know immediately so that they can work to resolve it.  Do not take it upon yourself to decide what you will or will not participate in.  That may result in a loss 
of points or the inability to play in your next game or meet.  
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YOU MUST HAVE: 
 

INSTRUMENT- See page 2 for details.  Getting an instrument for this class is your responsibility.  Not the responsibility of the school or the teacher.   
If you need assistance obtaining an instrument, please contact Mrs. Nieto. 
 

INSTRUMENT LOCKER- Violin & Viola students need to bring their instrument to the orchestra room before College Prep, place them in their assigned instrument locker, 
lock them, and then come back to get them after 7th period, prior to getting on the bus.  Please use these lockers.  Taking care of the lock is the student’s responsibility and 
students will be charged $5 to replace the lock if it becomes lost or stolen.  You must keep your locker locked. 
 

PENCIL- Students are required to keep 2 pencils inside their instrument case or orchestra folder and should have a pencil on their stand at every rehearsal.   
 

MUSIC- Students will receive 1 copy of music that is being played in class.  If students request additional copies, five points will be deducted from their participation grade. 
 

TECHNIQUE METHOD BOOK- Each class will use a method book throughout the year to learn the necessary playing skills to be successful in orchestra. You can purchase 
a book through JW Pepper or Paige’s Music.   SONATINA & SERENATA-Essential Elements Interactive for Strings Book 2 BEGINNERS and SINFONIA-Essential 
Elements Interactive for Strings Book 1 & 2 
 

ROSIN-A hard, glossy substance derived from tree sap.  Rosin should be applied to the bow hair every day before playing to allow the hair to grip the string and thus 
produce the sound.  Each student must have rosin in their case.  Rosin needs to be replaced if it is cracked or broken. 
 
CLEANING RAG-All students must have a soft, clean, dry cloth to keep in their case.  Because rosin dust is sticky, students should wipe down the strings and body of the 
instrument after every time it is played.  Rosin will build up over time and can actually damage the varnish.  Do Not use any household cleaning products on your 
instrument!!  It can and will cause irreversible damage!  Your cloth should be clean and not have any product on it. 
 

SHOULDER REST-ALL violin and viola students must have a shoulder rest which encourages proper posture and playing technique.  Students may purchase a KUN or a 
simple red cosmetic sponge (1/2”-1”).  These appropriate shoulder rests are sold at Paige’s Music.  I do not recommend the large purple or gray sponges. 
 

MUSIC STAND-A music stand at the proper height and angle will greatly improve your child’s practice sessions.  Without a proper stand at home for music students can 
cause many problems with their posture including pain from hunching over.  You can get a music stand for home from music stores like Paige’s Music. 
 

METRONOME-This is an electronic device that provides a steady tempo for the child to practice with.  It is a great practice tool that will keep your child in time.  It is HIGHLY 
recommended!  There are several metronome apps and on-line metronomes that are free of charge!! 
 

ROCK STOP-Cellos and Basses should be sure they get a rock stop with their instrument.  This small rubber disc will be sure to stop the end pin from slipping on a smooth 
floor surface.  Endpins can scratch hardwood floors but are usually OK on carpet. 
 

I HIGHLY RECOMMENDED: 
PRIVATE LESSONS- Private one-on-one and Group lessons will be available during the orchestra class for any interested student.  The lessons will be once a week, 
students and parents may choose the teacher and amount of time.  Payment will be worked out between the private lesson instructor and the parent, and will not be the 
responsibility of the orchestra teacher. Students who study privately always improve and excel on their instruments.  I strongly encourage all students to study 
privately.   

 
EXTRA STRINGS-The strings on your instrument may break for various reasons.  It is important that you have an extra set on hand just in case.  Especially A and E strings.  
You can go to the local music store to have it replaced, have Paige’s deliver it to the school or bring it to school and Mrs. Nieto can replace it for you.  Check your rental 
agreement with Paige’s, some of their packages include free string replacement.  Basses do not need to have extra strings.   
SUGGESTED BRANDS: Violin/Viola-Red Label or Helicore, Cello-Red Label or Dominant for all strings EXCEPT the “A” string which should be Helicore. 
 

PRACTICE MUTES-Practice mutes are available for all string instruments.  These metal mutes are great for turning down the “volume” on the instrument.  If you have small 
children who go to bed early or if you have several children practicing different instruments at the same time, this would be a great idea!  However, you do not want your 
child to get use to this sound so it should be used sparingly. 
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2017-2018 Orchestra Calendar          Updated 08/02/2017 
*Be aware that performance times may change.  An updated calendar can always be found at www.belzerorchestra.com.  You will receive a Concert Notice with details about 2 weeks prior to each performance.  *Please mark the 
following dates on your home calendar upon receiving this!!  You are required to let me know within the first two weeks of school starting if you have any foreseen conflicts with any of these dates.  If a conflict should arise later in 
the school year, please let me know immediately.   

 

DATE CLASS/EVENT PLACE TIME 

Tue 8/8 Any student without an instrument / Paige’s Night Belzer Middle School 4:30PM-7:00PM 

Tue 8/10 Back To School Night Belzer Middle School 6:30PM 

Fri 8/11 All Students-Orchestra Handbook Due   

Fri 8/18 All Students-Instruments Due   

Sun 9/17 Select Students-FIESTA! American Legion Mall-downtown TBA 

Mon 10/23 Serenata/Sonatina-Spring Trip Kickoff Belzer Middle School 7:00PM 

Wed 11/8 Select Students-ISSMA Solo and Ensemble Sign Up DUE   

Fri 11/10 Serenata-Veteran’s Day Convocation and Rehearsal Belzer Middle School 7:30AM 

Thurs 12/7 PopZ Orchestra-Brookdale Retirement Community FT Brookdale Retirement Community FT 

Mon 12/18 All Students-Winter Concert Belzer Middle School TBA 

Thurs 12/21 PopZ Orchestra-Caroling at Belzer FT Belzer Middle School FT 

Sat 1/27 Select Students-ISSMA Solo and Ensemble TBA TBA 

Fri 2/9 Serenata/Sonatina-Side By Side with LCHSO LCHS TBA 

Fri 2/23 Beginning/Sinfonia-IMEA Non-Competitive Festival Butler University TBA 

Fri 3/16 Serenata/Sonatina -ISSMA Organization Contest HSE Jr. High TBA 

Mon 5/14 PopZ Orchestra-FT Sam Ash FT 

5/18-20 Serenata/Sonatia-Spring PA Trip Chicago TBA 

Tue 5/22 All Students-Spring Concert Belzer Middle School TBA 

Wed 5/23 Serenata-Academic Awards Belzer Middle School TBA 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.belzerorchestra.com/
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